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Et nati natorum, et qui nafcentur ab ills, VirG, 


Jo Mr. TOWN. 
SIR, Cambridge, April 4. 


weseereoF you are a true fportfman, and have the 
Sempre honour of the Turf at heart, you muft 
have obferved with the utmoft concern a late 





account in the news-papers, that WuITE- 
Nose died at Doncaffer of a mortification 
in his foot. An article of this nature, and at fuch a time, 
muft ftrike a damp on all gentlemen breeders; and for my 
fart I cannot help looking on the prefent races at New- 
Market, as funeral games in honour of the memory of 
Wuitt-Nosr. The death of a ftallion of fuch confe- 
quence is a public calamity to all knowing ones in the king- 
dom: nor does fuch an accident bring with it the leaft con- 
6L folation ; 
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folation ; efpecially fince it is ‘not the fathion to pit the lives 
of horfes, as well as men, againft each other. 


Iratran grey-hounds, Dutch lap-dogs, monkeys, and 
maccaws, have been honoured with monuments and epi- 
taphs: But a race-horfe as much furpaffes thefe infignificant 
animals, 4s WHITE-NosE ‘was fuperior to a pack-horfe: 
and I cannot-but think, that an obelifk (witn a proper infcrip- 
tion drawn up by Meffieurs Heber and Pond) fhould be 
erected near the Devil’s Ditch, or Choak-ade, on New- 
market Heath, in honour of his memory. With what 
rapture might we then read of his powerful deep rate, by 
which all the horfes that ran againft him were xo-where 
of his rapid victories in the field, (more furprizing than 
thofe of the Duke of Marlborough,) by which he won 
Tewkfbury, won. Chipping-Norton, won Lincoln, won 
York, &c. But, above all, we fhould admire the noble 
Bioop which flowed in his veins, and with reverence 
contemplate the illuftrious names of his great, great, great, 
great, great grandfires and grandams. There is not the 
leaft few in the BLoop of Wui1TE-Nose’s family: and his 
epitaph might conclude, in imitation of that famous one 
on the Duke of Newcafile’s monument, ‘“‘ that all the Sons 
“© were remarkable Stallions, and all the Daughters excel- 
** lent Breeders.” 


Tue pedigrees of our race-horles have been always 
preferved with as much care and exactnefs, as the Tree of 
Defcent among the family of a Spani/h grandee or Polifb 
nobleman; nor does the Welchman derive greater honour 
from proving himfelf the fiftieth coufin to Cadwallader or 
CaraGacus, through a long line of David Ap Shenkins, Ap 
Morgans, Ap Powells, Ap Prices, than the horfe by being 
half 
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half brother to the Godolphin Bard, or full coufin by the 
dam’s fide to the Bloody Shoulder’d Arabian, The Romans 
were no lefS curious in the breed of their horfes, and paid 
the greateft honours to thofe that beat the whole Circus 
bolow, They even erected monuments to their memory, 
of which Lipfus gives us the following remarkable inftance. 
Ciarifime lapis vetus, quem Rome olim vidi et exfcripfi, In 
medio vir eft, qui dextrd baculum, finiftrd pabulum tenet : 
extrinfecus duo funt afilientes equt cum gemind infcriptione;— 
Aquito, Nepos Aquilonis vicit cxxx. fecundas tulit \xxxviii, 
tertias tulit xxxvii,—Altera,—Hirrinus, Nepos Aguilonis 
vicit xiv. fecundas tulit lvi, tertias tulit xxxvi. Habes itague 
tpfum bic Hireinum, atgue-adeo ejus avum AQUILONEM, 
I could with that the fame honours were paid to our 
horfes; I would at, leaft propofe, that the the names, pedi- 
grees, and. a lift of the plates won by victorious horfes 
fhould be infcribed on the pofts of all courfes, where 
they have made themfelves famous. Thefe memorials 
might ferve to perpetuate the renown of our racers, and 
would furnifh pofterity with a more complete hiftory of 
the Turf than the Sport/man’s Calendar, 


You will undoubtedly obferve, Mr. Town, that in 
the extract concerning horfes, with which I have juft pre- 
fented you from Lipfius, a man is alfo mentioned; the 
account of whom would, if modernized, run in the follow- 
ing terms, ‘ In the middle of the monument ftood a 
« man, with a whip in his right hand, and a feed of corn 
‘© in his left.” Hence it appears, that the Romans intended 
to do honour to the charioteer as well as the horfes; 
and it is a pity, that we do not alfo imitate them in 
this particular, and pay equal refpect to our Jockeys. 
The 
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The chariot-race was not more celebrated among the 





Ancients, than the horfe-race is at prefent; and the Circus 
at Rome never drew together fo noble an affembly as the 
modern courfe. Nor do I fee any reafon, why Theron 
fhould be more applauded for carrying off the prize at 
Elis or Pifa, than Tom Marfbal for winning the plate at 
York ot Newmarket. The charioteers of old were, in» 
deed, compofed of the greateft princes, and perfons of 
the firft rank, who prided themfelves on their dexterity 
in managing the reins, and driving their own chariots, 
In this they have been imitated by feveral of our mo- 
dern gentry, who value themfelves in being excellent 
coachmen. And it is with infinite pleafure, that I have 
lately obferved perfons of fafhion at all races affect the 
drefg and manner of grooms, And as gentlemen, like 
the ancient charioteers, begin to enter the race themfelves, 
and ride their own horfes, it is probable that we fhall foon 
fee the beft jockeys among the firft of our nobility. 





TuaT the encomiums of the horfe fhould fo frequently 


be enlarged on, without entering into the praifes: of the 
Jockey, is indeed fomething wonderful ; when we confider 
how much the beaft is under his direétion, and that the 
ftrength and fleetnefs of Viéforious or Driver would be of 
no ufe without the fkill and honefty of the rider.. Large 
fums have been loft by a horfe running, accidentally 
without doubt, on the wrong fide of the poft; and We 
Knowing Ones, Mr. Town, have frequently feen great 
dexterity and management exerted, in contriving that one of 
the beft horfes in the field fhould be diftanced. The Joc- 
key has indeed fo great a fhare in the fuccefs of the race, 


that 
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that every man, who has ever betted five pounds, is ac- 
quainted with his confequence, and does not want to be 
told, that the victory depends at leaft as often on the rider 
as the horfe, 


I cannot help agreeing with Lady Pentweazle .in the 
farce, that ‘* if there was as much care taken in the breed 
“‘ of the human fpecies, as there is in that of dogs and 
« of horfes, we fhould not have fo many puny half-formed 


> 


“ animals as we daily fee among us:” and indeed every 
thorough fportfman very well knows, that as much art is 
required in bringing up a Jockey, as the beaft he is to ride, 
In every refpect the fame care muft be had to keep him in 
wind ; and he mutft be in like manner dieted, put in fweats, 
and exercifed to bring him down toa proper weight. Much 
depends upon the fize of the man as well as horfe: for a 
rider of the fame dimenfions with a grenadier would no 
more be fit to come upon the Turf as a Jockey, than an 
awkward thing taken out of the fhafts of a dray could ever 
appear at the ftarting-poft as a race-horfe, This is obvious 
to every one; and I could not help fmiling at what my 
landlord at the White Bear {aid the other day to a fellow- 
commoner of St. Yobn’s, (who would fain be thought a 
Knowing One) by way of compliment: “ My worthy maifter, 
‘< faid the landlord, it is a thoufand pities you fhould be a 
“ gownfman, when you would have made fuch a fpecial 
“© poftboy or jockey.” 


My chief inducement to write to you at prefent, Mr. 
Town, was to defire you to ufe your endeaveurs to bring 
the Jockey into equal efteem with the animal he beftrides ; 
and to beg that you would promote the fettling an efta- 


6M blifhed 
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blifhed fcheme for the prefervation of his breed. In order 
to this I would humbly propofe, that a ftud for the Jockeys 
fhould be immediately built near the ftables at Newmarket, 
and that their genealogies fhould be duly regiftered; that 
the breed fhould be croffed, as occafion might require; and 
that the beft horfemen and of the lighteft weights fhould 
intermarry with the’full fifters of thofe who had won moft 
plates; and in a word the fame methods ufed for the improve- 
ment of the Jockeys as their horfes. I have here fent you the 
exact pedigree of a famous Jockey, taken with all that care juft 
now prefcribed ; and I doubt not if my fcheme was univer- 
fally put in execution, but we fhould excel all other nations 


in our horfemen, as we already do in our horfes, 


To RIDE this SEASON, 


N able JOCKEY, fit to ftart for Match, Sweep-Stakes, or King’s 
Plate; well-fized ; can mount twelveStone, or ftrip to a Feather; is found 
Wind and Limb, and free from Blemifhes. He was got by York/bire Tom, 
out of a full Sifter to Deptford Nan: His Dam was got by the noted 
Matchim Tims; his Grandam was the German Princefs; and his Great Gran- 
dam was Daughter to Flanders Moll. His Sire won the King’s Plate at Yoré 
and Hambleton, the Lady’s Subfcription Purfe at Nottingham, the Give-and- 
Take at Lincoln, and the Sweep-Stakes at Newmarket. His Grandfire beat 
Dick Rogers at Epfom and Burford; and Patrick M’Cutt’em over the Curragh 
of Kildare. His Great Grandfire, and Great Great Grandfire rode for 
King Charles the Second; and fo noble is the Blood which flows in this 
Jockey’s Veins, that none of his Family were ever diftanced, ftood above 
Five Feet Five, or weighed more than Twelve Stone. 
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